The North Carolina Office of Environmental Educatio
Serving Our State’s People, Environment and Economy Since 1993

Mission
The N.C. Office of Environmental Education in th@. Department of Environment and Natural Resouness
established to increase environmental literacy andtural resource stewardship in North Carolina by
encouraging, promoting and supporting environmeredlication programs, facilities and resources
throughout the state. The office serves as Northr@ma's clearinghouse, or central source, for ik
environmental education resources in the state asdesponsible for disseminating information on tee
resources to PreK-12 schools, colleges and unitiessigovernment agencies, non-profit organizatigns
environmental education centers, citizen groupssmess and industry, libraries and the general peibl
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Office Operations !
- Yearly Operating Budget (does not include staffas@s and fringe benefits)$59,187
- Average Yearly Grant Funds Awarded to the OffideEo{since 2004$93,027
- Grant Funding Awarded for 2009-20$045,575
- Grant Applications Pending for 2009-20X%217,627
- Number of Staff5

Serving Teachers, Students and the EE Community

River Basin Program
School teachers, non-formal educators, conservatboganizations, environmental consulting firms, aldor gear retailers and
the general public continue to request the Officd BE’s river basin materials.

- To date, more thaih million of these publications have been requested and disfted.

"Because my school has such limited resourcesRther Basin Map is the only large map of NC | hiavey classroom! | don't
know what I'd do without this!™ NC Elementary Teacher

Environmental Education Teacher Institute
The Office coordinates professional developmentiitges for teachers every
summer

- 252 K-12 teachers served in 60 North Carolina counsieee 2002

- More thanl38,650students reached since 2002

“This institute was better in providing environmeat knowledge than any college
course ['ve taken.”
-NC High School Science Teacher

Love-A-Tree Program
Through a partnership with the International Paperd the Environmental Education Fund, the Offic&Bfoffers free
#F educational resource packets to NC teachers .

{ - 3,000resource packets were ordered and sent in 2009&bsl year
y - 55,000teachers served and more thard million students reached since 1996
kb - Students and teachers in all 100 counties have bsemved by the Love-A-Tree program
i 1dr "The kit is wonderful!! | am using it with my gifté students. The vast amount of material in the patfks

i ; amaczing. | am impressed with the level of criticdlinking skills students get and also the joy ofdening about
% their environment. | like the idea of the packet ey aligned with the NC Standard Course of Stullg. Kids are
learning a fot.” NC 5th Grade Teacher

High School Graduation Project Assistance
The Office of EE's website listing for graduationggect mentors has been lauded as a model for otesiness and industry
groups by the Department of Public Instruction.

- 194 individual mentors and organizations have been identified

- 60 counties represented

- 54 environmental topic areas included

"What you have done is a great example of what ibess and industry could do to reach out to studemsd schools. Thank you
for taking the initiative and linking your work wib the Graduation Project. If we could get others follow your example, we
would be in great shape to link the world of workittvpublic education.™ Graduation Project Coordinator, Department obku
Instruction



Building a Green Economy and Workforce

Environmental Education Certification Program
North Carolina was the first state to develop a gessional development program for environmental edtors.
- 902 environmental educators have completed the Cecafion Program (24% are classroom teachers)
- 720individuals are currently enrolled
- Individuals in 94 counties and 14 other states halveen certified or are enrolled
- 24 organizations, including 9 within DENR, providefessional development programs for enrollees
- NC Division of Parks and Recreation rangers, EnezdiState Forest supervisors, and Wildlife Res@srCommission
Conservation Education staff are required to contgléhe EE Certification Program. Several other RElgencies and other
environmental organizations list EE Certificatiors @ preferred qualification in hiring.

Environmental Education Centers
Environmental Education Centers contribute signéfitly to local economies and local communities i€Nand they are helping us
preserve land and our ecological heritage for gest@ns to come.

- The Office of EE web site has thiely comprehensive, searchable listing of North CardérizE Centers

- There ard 94 Environmental Education Centers statewide

- More than 20 million people visit DENR EE Centals gear (a conservative estimate)

Consumer Education

The Office of EE developed and manages the Info@aesgumer Initiative to educate the adult public abt the
links between everyday choices and natural resosrciformed consumers with critical thinking sksliand
balanced information are crucial for a sustainaldeonomic and ecological future.

- Consumer Education news pages recei88j000page views in 2009

- More than49,000Local Produce Postcards requested since Sept. 2006

Jobs
The Office of EE hosts an Environmental Educatiis & Internships listing. This resource and the-RE listserv serve as
important conduits for those searching for employgas well as those searching for employment in ¢ineen sector.

Building a GreenCommunity

Office of EE Website
The award-winningyww.eenorthcarolina.orgvebsite allows EE providers to post their informan for statewide
dissemination. Teachers use the web site to sedocttlassroom resources, parents use the site itedf family programs, and out
-of-town visitors use it to find events and attractions where they are travelling.
- 542,027 visits in 2009
- More than 1 million Page Views in 2009
- 5,900Resources have been posted to the new website sinle&inched in 2006
- More thard,100events have been posted to the EE Calendar sin@é 20
- 405 organizations across NC have added themselvesdGite

North Carolina Environmental Education Email Listserv(NC-EE)
An email list moderated by the Office that serves the primary means of communication for the NCiremmental education
community.

- Membership has increased more tH&?%0 since 2006

- 1,822listserv subscribers

- An average 0100 messages are posted each month.

The Office of EE is a State, National, and International Model

The Office collaborates and shares resources wétlegal other states on environmental education pragis, especiallAL, FL, GA,
KY, MS, ThindWisconsin. In addition, the EE certification
program inMissouri is based on the N.C. EE Certification Program.

Korean Forest Service

The Republic of South Korea's National Recreatmmedt Office
sent a forest consultant to North Carolina for twgears to study
the NC EE Certification Program. She has retumedtablish a
similar program within South Korea's forest office.




